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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SERMON NO. XXXVIII. 
THE UNJUST STEWARD.—WNinth Sunday after Trinity. 


Luke xvi. 8, 9. 


‘And the Lord commended the unjust Steward because he had done wisely; for 
the children of this world are, in their generation, wiser than the children of 
light.” “And I say unto you, make to yourselves friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteousness, that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations.” 


Ir was the common practice of our blessed Lord, in executing 
the office which he sustained as a prophet and teacher, to adapt 
the style and method of his instructions to the habits and customs 
ef those whom he taught. The eastern nations being generally 
addicted to the use of fables and allegories, for the purpose of 
instruction, our Lord, in his addresses to his countrymen, con- 
descended to employ the style and language most familiar and ac- 
ceptable to them. With this view, he frequently veiled the purpose 
of his discourse under the guise of a parable or short fable, calcu- 
lated to interest their attention, capable of being easily applied to 
the subject designed to be illustrated, and furnishing some striking 
moral, either of reproof or instruction. Of this nature is the 
parable of the Uujust Steward. It contains a moral not more par- 
ticularly applicable to the persons to whom it was first addressed, 
or to the age in which it was first spoken, than to the present, or 
to any subsequent period of the history of man. It conveys a re- 
proof which will not cease to be merited, so long as men are more 
zealous in seeking the riches of this world, than in laying up 
treasures in heaven; and more industrious, and more prudent, in 
regulating their temporal affairs; than in providing for the interests 
of their eternal state. 

In attempting the explication of the parable before us, it may be 
proper to premise, that it has at first view the appearance of giving 
countenance to dishonesty, and of approving and commending au 
action, which is clearly to be condemned. But it will be found on 
further examination, that in this, as in every other instance where 
the scriptures may seem to justify or to palliate immorality, the 
charge is founded on a total misconception of their meaning, and 
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that the error is in ourselves, and not in the sacred writings. And 
whie this circumstance tends to confirm the purity and excellence 
o! these holy oracles, it evinces also the impropriety of lightly per- 
mitting any objection of this nature to impair or discredit their 
character in Our estimation. 

“There was a certain rich man which had a Steward; and the 
same was accused unto him, that he had wasted his goods.” It is 
the design of the parable here, under the title of a rich man and 
his steward, to represent God, the Maker and the Lord of all, and 
his rational creatures, to whose care he has committed the works 
of his hands. It is the remark of a Jewish Rabbi* on Isaiah, that 
“the fruits of the earth are like a table spread in a house, the owner 
of this house is God; man, in this world, is as it were, the steward 
of the house, into whose hands his Lord hath delivered all his 
riches; if he behave himself well, he will find favour in the eyes 
of his Lord: if ill, he will remove him from his stewardship.”— 
And so, the scope of this parable seems to be this in part, that we 
are to regard ourselves, not as lords of the good things of this life, 
to use or abuse them at our pleasure, but only as stewards, who 
must be faithful in the administration of them. ‘The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof, the round world and they that dwell 
therein.”+ It is the duty of men never to forget that they are not 
the proprietors of the things which they possess, but that they hold 
them only by the indulgence and permission of the Almighty Lord, 
to whom all things in heaven and in earth appertain. ‘They are 
but the tillers of his ground, the labourers in his vineyard, allowed 
by him to partake, and rejoice in the fruits of their labour-——per- 
mitted to take out of his harvest not only the necessaries of life, but 
its comforts, its conveniences, and its delights; to take all that may 
be required for their true welfare and happiness—to use the riches 
of his bounty freely at their pleasure, upon the sole and reasonable 
co dition of not abusing them, and of acknowledging the rights of 
their benefactor. 

But the Steward was accused to his master of having wasted his 
goods. And may not the same charge too, be justly made against 
the stewards of the grace of God, the agents and distributors of his 
bountv? Do not the y too, waste and squander the goods of their 
Almighty Master? For w hat purpose have they been intrusted with 
all these goods? Was it that they might be dissipated and squan- 
dered, without measure or restraint, upon their follies and vices,— 
to bec ome the means and ministers of lawless and guilty pleasure ? 
That they should be scattered to the winds, in vain attempts to ex- 
haust the ever new inventions of caprice—to appease the insatiate 
cravings of ten thousand imaginary wants?—or, did they not re- 
ceive them rather, in trust for them that want—for the use of the 
peor and the needy, the halt and tue maimed, and the blind—the 
sick, and the destitute, the oppressed, and the ‘afilicted, the widow 
and the fatherless? Is it not for the benefit of these, and such as 


* Kimchi, quoted by Whitby in loc.. + Psalm xxiv. 1 
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these, that the overflowing riches of God are committed to the care 
of his stewards and servants? Is it not that they may distribute to 
the necessities of suffering man, and alleviate the miseries of their 
brethren, the children of the same father, the servants of the same 
master? And let it now be asked, whether these children of ad- 
versity receive their portion of good at the hands of those, whom 
their Lord has appointed to be the stewards of his bounty? or do 
they not rather receive oppression and injury, contempt and con- 
tumely—while the portion designed for them is thrown to the dogs, 
or spent in folly, luxury, or vice. 

Thus are wasted the goods entrusted by the bounty of heaven to 
the care of unrighteous men. But, let us remark the consequence. 
When the rich man in the parable had learned that his goods were 
wasted by his steward, “he called him and said unto him, how is it 
that I hear this of thee? Give an account of thy stewardship, tor 
thou mayest be no longer steward.”’ Here then, is the reward of 
his faithless breach of trust—to be dismissed from his office, aud 
turned destitute upon the world. And he was fortunate to escape 
even thus. But not thus shall they escape, who, being constituted 
the stewards of heaven’s bounty in this world, shall be found thus 
to have wasted their Lord’s goods. They too, shall be dismissed 
from office, and called to render an account of their administration 
at that dread tribunal, before which the sons of men sliall all one 
day appear; and unable there by any resources of artifice to deceive, 
or by any efforts of too late repentance, to propitiate the judgment 
of omniscient and inexorable justice, it shall be their wretehed lot 
to hear the merited and irrevocable sentence, ** Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire.’’* 

How soon or how late they may be summoned to this awful 
reckoning—how long or how brief a space may be allowed them 
to prepare and arrange the accounts of their stewardship, ere that 
fearful and appalling summons shall arrive, is, and can be, known 
only to Him, who orders the times and seasons according to his own 
good pleasure. It is, therefore, the extreme of folly and of mad- 
ness to defer a preparation so indispensable, to a future which haugs 
on a tenure so slender, and uncertain. Let us observe rather, and 
imitate, so far as it is commendable, the prudence of that wise 
steward, who, however unfaithful to his master and his duty, knew 
how to make provision, in the time of danger, for his own interest 
and welfare. For no sooner did he hear of his intended dismis- 
sion from the office which he had so much abused, than he began 
to reflect seriously on his situation, and took measures, without de- 
lay, to deliver himself from the ruin that awaited him. He imme- 
diately resolved to make his short remaining time of office profitable, 
and conducive to his future welfare; he determined to employ the 
power and authority with which he was still invested, in making 
friends, who might assist him in higgexpected adversity; aud by 
remitting to his master’s debtors a portion of what they owed, to 
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engage their favour towards him, and to secure their support against 
the evil day. ‘So he called every one of his Lord’s debtors unto 
him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my Lord? 
And he said, An huadred measures of oil. And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. ‘Then said he 
to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred 
measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write 
fourscore.”* And thus, it is probable, he did with all the rest; 
thereby ensuring to himself a return from their gratitude in his sub- 
sequent necessities. 

And here we might pause for a moment, to derive asalutary admoni- 
tion,and instructive lesson from the conduct of this unprincipled offen- 
der. We may remark how smooth and inviting is the downward road 
of guilt, after we have taken but a single step upon it. This steward 
had been prodigal and wasteful of his Lord’s goods. It was, without 
doubt, a shameful offence. But repentance ‘and amendment might 
possibly have wiped the stain from his reputation—might have pro- 
cured forgiveness, and restored his credit. He made no such attempt. 
To climb the rugged steep of penitence is ever arduous and painful. 
It is far easier to descend the gentle slope of sin. The latter was 
the part he chose. For when he found the punishment of his crimes 
about to overtake him, and began to consider what course to adopt, 
he found himself unwilling to dig or labour for his subsistence, and 
ashamed to beg for it, though he felt not the shame of dishonesty, 
or of a mean dependence on his master’s debtors. Even an honest 
and industrious povery might have, perhaps, retrieved his character. 
But, like too many other men, he was too proud to be honest; and 
he chose rather to encounter the contempt and scorn of the good, 
than to merit their pity and compassion. 

But the part which he chose, as it appears, though dishonest and 
contemptible, was, in the judgment of the world, wise and judicious. 
For the parable informs us, that ‘‘the Lord commended the unjust 
steward because he had done wisely; for the children of this world, 
are, in their generation, wiser than the children of light.” Let us 
not here commit the mistake of supposing that his Lord approved 
his conduct, or intended to justify his unrighteous dealing. Far 
from it. The scripture never gives countenance to iniquity. It 
ought rather here to be rendered, ‘‘the Lord commended the pru- 
dence of the unjust steward; for the children of this world, are, in 
their manner of life,t wiser than the children of light.”” And the 
meaning is, that his Lord commended the provident care about his 
future interest which the action displayed, and which is more com- 
monly exhibited by men of the world in the management of their 
temporal concerns, and the providing fortheir temporal welfare, than 


* These debtors were probably tenants of the lord, who had agreed to pay so 


much in kind for the use of the : and the steward allowed them to alter their 
written contract which he held, to insert a less condition. So, Light/. Her. 
Heb. 
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it is by those who are called the children of light, in making pro- 
vision for their future eternal interest. He conimended the pru- 
dence of the steward in thus using his present office, so as to secure 
for himself subsistence and a home when his ste wardship should be 
taken away: and the remaining part of the verse, together with the 
whole of the next, is the comment of our ble ssed Lord upon the 
transaction, applying it to the instruction of his hearers, and desir- 
ing them te make a similar use of thew present advantages to secure 
to themselves the true riches, and a celestial habitation, when ¢aetr 
stewardship should, in like manner, be taken away from them; 
“And I say unto you, make to yourselves, friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness, that when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations:” which might with more propriety be ren- 
dered thus, “1 say uuto you, make to yourselves friends with, or by 
means of the deceitful mammon, that when ye die, ye may be re- 

ceived* into the everlasting tmausions.” It is proper to observe 
that mammon is aSyrian or Phaaician word, signifying riches, and 
thence assumed to designate the god of wealth, who has, under 
3ome or other of his multiplied appellations, been, in every age and 
country idolized and worshipped. Hence it is said in a succeeding 
verse, ‘‘No man can serve two masters; ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” The mammon of unrighteousness, therefore, or more 
correctly, the manmon of deceit, denotes, according to a well- 
known Jewish idiom, the deceitful mammon, or deceitful and un- 
certain riches, which, the children of the light, as opposed to men 
of the world, are exhorted to employ in such a manner during the 
term of their stewardship on earth, as by their means, to secure for 
the period after their dischurge, the true riches, and the heavenly 
habitations. 

This then, is the true moral and appiication of the parable before 
us. The unjust steward had wasted his master’s goods, and was 
about to be dismissed from his office. He wisely therefore applied 
himself to make friends, at his Lord’s cost, out of his present op- 
portunities, as a provision against his adversity. This device is 
commended for its policy, and is cited as the ground of an exherta- 
tion to Christians to display a similar prudence, by making a like 
provision for their future and eternal welfare ; and to be as wise and 
as diligent in following their spiritual calling, as men of the world 
are in the pursuit of their temporal occupations. We have here no 
abiding habitations—we are strangers and pilgrims on the earth; in 
our journey towards those unseen mansions to which we must all 
eome, there is a price put into our hands to get wisdom:—we 
have one, or many talents committed to our trust, and as we use 
them well or ill, so will be hereafter our recompense, or our con- 
demnation. This is the great business and occupation of life. 
What is it that so earnestly engages the men of the world, that so 
monopolizes all their thoughts, their time, their talents? It is se 
to manage their goods and possessions, as to furnish them an in- 


” Comp. Luke vi. 38. and xii. 20. (Greek. ) t Campbell, Gosp. in loc 
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crease of wealth, or profit, or of some temporal advantage. For 
this they study all the means of worldly policy and art: they calcu- 
late the changes of the stocks, the chances of trade and com- 
merce, the dangers of the sea, the uncertainty of the seasons.— 
They risk all for the hope of gain; they spare no sacrifice of time, 
of pains, of trouble, to heap up treasures for themselves or their 
children. ‘*They rise up early, and late take rest, and eat the 
bread of carefulness.”* ‘Nevertheless, man, though he be in 
honour, abideth not; he is like the beasts that perish.” 

What then is the duty of the children ur light—of them who are 
not of this world; how shall they lay out their goods and posses- 
sions? Hear the words of the Gospel, ‘* Lay not up for yourseives 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven.” ‘Charge them who are rich in this world, that they be 
ready to give, and glad to distribute; laying up for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that they may attain 
eternal life.” To feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the 
needy, these are the most profitable uses of Christian funds; thus 
will they yield the largest interest, even everlasting felicity. All our 
earthly hopes of happiness are vain; all subluinary possessions are 
transitory and fugitive; there is but one possession which can en- 
dure beyond the grave—it is the fruit of virtuous living, the siore 
of good works; let it be our aim and endeavour to provide this 
resource against the time of our discharge, and to set our hopes and 
affections on things above, that where our treasure is, there our 
hearts may be also; knowing this, that “‘ when our earthly house of 
this tabernacle shall be dissolved, we have a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.”’ 

In fine, let us endeavour, by the wise and diligent and faithful 
use of all the means and opportunities with which a good Provi- 
dence has blessed us, to make Hr our friend, who, when all others 
fail, will receive us into an everlasting habitation. 


+++ @@On~ 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


REMARKS ON GOODRICH’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A friend placed in my hand a book entitled, ‘* A History of the 
United States of America. By the Rev. Charles A. Goodrich.” 
Twenty-first edition, L2mo. Boston, 1822. 

This book contains the following Note, on which I propose to 
make a few remarks:— 

“Dr. Ramsay, in classing those persons in America, who were in 
favour, and those who were opposed, to the [American] revolution, 
notices among the former, the Jrish emigrants generally; the more 
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enlightened Germans; the Presbyterians, and Independents ; the 
opulent slave-holders, in the Southern States; and generally, the 
young, the ardent, the ambitious, and the enterprising throughout the 
country. Among those who were opposed to the revolution, were the 
Scotch emigrants, Quakers, Eviscopa.ians, many o/d men, and most 
of the rich, in the eastern and middie states.” p. 245. 

You will observe, Mr. Editor, that in a book professedly intended 
for the instruction of the young, it is asserted as an historical fact, 
that “the Scotch emigrants, the Quakers and the Episcopalians,” 
were, in an unqualified sense, ‘‘ opposed to the revolution.” Now, 
Sir, this is a very broad, as well as a very harsh assertion, which 
the writer of the Note will find it difficult to make good. 

sir, I was long and intimately acquainted with the late Dr. 
Ramsay, the learned author of the history of the United States, and 
continued so to the day of his lamented death. He was a professor 
of religion in the Congregational Chureh. 1 kuew his liberal feel- 
ing towards Christians of all denominations, and as soon as I had 
read the Note, | declared that Dr. Ramsay was incapable of making 
so hardy and so unqualified an assertion. ‘Truth did not demand it; 
and he had no mean, pitiful, sectarian object toserve by it. As far 
as his means of information extended, he wrote what he had strong 
reasons for believing to be true. Where he erred as an historian, 
his information was deficient. There is no reason to believe, that 
he either perverted or disguised, any known historical fact, to 
gratify the splenetic feeling toward any religious denomination, or 
that he sacrificed the cause of truth to the spirit of party. In 
South-Carolina, we are accustomed to call him an impartial histo- 
rian. I was, therefore, greatly surprised to find such a sweeping 
remark ascribed to my friend, the late Dr. Ramsay. 

Mr. Goodrich has not condescended to inform his readers, in what 
work of the Doctor’s, for he wrote several, and on what page, this 
high charge against Episcopalians is to be found. But if I may be 
allowed to guess, I should say, that the following paragraph may, 
probably, have been moulded into the Note under consideration.— 
After speaking of the Imsh, Scotch and German emigrants, Dr. 
Ramsay proceeds to state that: “ Most of the Episcopal ministers 
of the northern provinces, were pensioners* on the bounty of the 
British government. The greatest part of their Clergy, and many 
of their laity in these provinces were, therefore, disposed to support 
a connexion with Great Britain. The Episcopal Clergy in the 
southern provinces, being less under this bias, were often warm whigs. 
Some of them, forseeing the downfall of religious establishments, 
from the success of the Americans, were less active; but, in general, 
where their Church was able to support itself, their Clergy and laity 
zealously espoused the cause of Independence. Great pains were taken 
to persuade them, that those who had been called Dissenters, were 
aiming to abolish the Episcopal establishment, to make way for 


_* These men, instead of being pensioners of the ota ag ema were Mis. 
yon ics from the venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
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their own exaltation; but the good sense of the people restrained 
them from giving credit to the unfounded suggestion. Religious 
controversy was happily kept out of view. The well-informed of 
all denominations were convinced, that the contest was for their 
civil rights, and, therefore, did not suffer any other consideration 
to interfere, or disturb hese union.’”* 

Now, Mr. Editor, I would ask any liberal minded man, whether 
there is any thing in this paragraph, to warrant the charge of the 
Note writer, against the patriotism of a highly respectable portion 
of our fellpw-citizens? Does Dr. Ramsay say, that the Episcopa- 
lians, as a body, for this is implied by the phraseology of the Note, 
were opposed to the revolution? No, Sir; he says no such thing. 
He says, that in the “‘ northern provinces,” not in the southern, nor in 
the provinces generally, “the greatest part,” not all, ‘‘of their 
Clergy, and many,” not all, “‘ of their laity, were disposed to support 
a connexion with the mother country.” Sir, this is very different 
from the broad assertion of the Note writer, that ‘among those who 
were opposed to the revolution, were the Scotch emigrants, Quakers, 
Episcopalians; ” evidently intending to imply, these several bodies 
inalump. Nor can the Note writer reconcile his assertion with the 
Doctor’s statement, that the Southern Clergy “were often warm 
whigs;’’ and that ‘in general, where their Church was able to sup- 
port itself, [i. e. without Missionary assistance] their Clergy and 
laity zealously espoused the cause of independence.”’ The writer 
of the Note has not conveyed this important and notorious fact to 
his readers. I+ need scarely mention, that the “opulent slave- 
holders in the Southern States,” during the revolution, were gene- 
rally Episcopalians.” 

A later writer than Dr. Ramsay, has shown incontrovertibly, the 
patriotism of the Clergy of South-Carolina. He says: ‘‘ Most of 
the Episcopal Clergy in Carolina, joined the Colonies in the revo- 
lutionary contest. Jive, only, out of twenty, adhered to Great 
Britain, and left the country. The late Bishop Smith, was banished 
by the British to Philadelphia, and the Rev. Mr. Lewis, of St. Paul’s, 
to St. Augustine. The Rev. Mr. Purcell, was a chaplain in the 
army, and Deputy Judge Advocate General. The Rev. Mr. Warren, 
of St. James’, Santee, being on a visit to England, refused a living 
there, with a promise of promotion, and returned to Carolina in 
1778. The Rev. Mr. Percy delivered the first address on the anni- 
versary of our Independence, and on the fall of Charles-Town, was 
forbid by Col. Balfour, to officiate on pain of imprisonment; others, 
animated their Parishioners, by patriotic discourses, to persevere in 
the great cause in which they had so righteously engaged.”t In 
addition to this, the writer, elsewhere, mentions, that Bishop Smith, 
and Mr. Lewis shouldered their muskets for guard duty; and the 


' cimag fe Hist. of the United States, IIT. p. 23; and Ramsay’s History of the 


American Revolution, II. p, 313, contains the same paragraph. 


t Dalcho’s Hist. Account of the Pro. Epis. Church in So. Ca. p. 206. See like-. 
wise pp. 216. 219. 237. 238. 301. 357. 358. 
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Rev. Mr. Turquand was a member of the Provincial Congress, and 
one of the Committee of safety. 

Are such patriots as these Clergymen, Mr. Editor, to be included 
among those whom the Note writer has thought proper to assert 
were “ opposed to the revolution”? When one of our largest, and 
most respectable Episcopal Churches in South-Carolina dismissed 
two of her Ministers for espousing the cause of Great Britain, ond 
for attempting to stem the current of American feeling, are such 
lay Episcopalians to be classed by the Note writer among “the 
opposers of the revolution”?* I think not. Shall the two Wash- 
ingtons, the two Pinckneys, the Rutledges, the Gadsdens, the 
Moultries, the Laurens’, and a host of other worthies—shall Edward 
Rutledge, and Thomas Heyward, jun. and Thomas Lynch, jun. 
and Arthur Middleton, who signed the declaration of Independence, 
shall these be numbered among the opposers of the revolution? 
And yet they were all Episcopalians, and with the exception of the 
two Washingtons, were all natives of South-Carolina; and their 
illustrious names will be handed down to posterity with the affec- 
tions and plaudits of a grateful country, and an admiring world. 

But the reputation of Dr. Ramsay as an historian claims some 
further remarks. The Note writer asserts, as he says, on the au- 
thority of the Doctor, that “among those who were opposed to the 
revolution, were the Scotch emigrants, and Quakers,” evidently 
intending, at least as it appears to me, that it should be understood 
of these people in their collective capacity. Now Dr. Ramsay 
makes nosuchcharge. He says thut ‘the Scotch—were generally,” 
not all, “disposed to support the claims of Great Britain.” But 
he at the same time says, that “such of them as adhered to the 
cause of Independence, were steady in thew attachment. The army 
and the Congress ranked among their best officers, and most valu- 
able members, some individuals of that nation.”} This is very dif- 
ferent from the sweeping denunciation of the Note writer. The 
Doctor was willing to pick, carefully, every grain of wheat from 
the chaff, though they should be but few, while the Note writer ap- 
pears to have no objection to cast them both out together. 

Again: Dr. Ramsay says,f “the Quakers, with a few exceptions, 
were adverse to independence.”” Bat does this passage go the 
length of the Note writer’s assertions? Their religious tenets are 
strongly opposed to war under any circumstances; and if there 
were no other instances of patriotism among those worthy people, 
the services rendered by General Greene, and Gever al Milliin, 
should have screened them from so general a charge.§ 

I have already stated that the Doctor entertained the most liberal 
feelings towards other denominations than his own. His opinion 


* Dalcho’s His. Church of So. Ca. pp. 201-206. . 
t Ramsay's History of the American Revolution, IL. p. 311. Ramsays His. of 
the United States, IIL. p. 22. 
t Inid. p. 23. Amer. Revol. IL. p. 313 
§ Garden's Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War, p. 332 
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of the Church of England, before the revolution, may be seen in 
the following extracts from his writings: 

“The religious establishment which enjoyed so many and such 
highly distinguished privileges, was mildly administered. A free 
toleration was enjoyed by ail Dissenters. The law which excluded 
them from a seat in the Legislature was soon repealed by the Pro- 
vincial Assembly. The friendship of the Mother Church, the 
patronage of Government, and the legal provision for Clergymen, 
though partial and confined to one sect, were useful as means of 
introducing more learned ecclesiastics than would probably have 
been procured by the unassisted efforts of the first settlers. Reli- 
gion assumed a visible form, and contributed its influence in soften- 
ing the manners of dispersed colonists, who, from the want of 
schoo]lmasters and Clergymen, were in danger of degenerating into 
savages." And aguin—‘ It was the means of introducing about 
an hundred E piscopal Clergymen into the country, who were men 
of regular education and useful in their profession, who generally 
became settlers, and left families. It also contributed to the intro- 
duction of a number of Bibles, and other books on religious sub- 
jects, which either formed Parochial Libraries, or were given away 
by Missionaries of the English Society for Propagating the Gospel. 
The establishment also procured an influx of several hundred 
pounds sterling annually into the country, for the maintenance of 
Episcopal Clergymen, in aid of their Provincial legal salary. For 
these benefits resulting from the establishment, the country was, in 
a great measure indebted to Governor Sir Nathaniel Johnson.”’t 

For the information of the Note writer, I will transcribe one of 
the many instances of patriotism, among Episcopalians in South- 
Carolina. 

“The Rev. John Lewis, Rector of St. Paul’s Parish, was ardently 
attached to the cause of American Independence, and used his in- 
fluence in promoting its accomplishment. He gave great offence 
to the British by preaching from this text: The Lord forbid it me, 
that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 1 Kings, 
xxi. 3. It is said by those who heard the discourse, that it was 
highly interesting and impressive, and well adapted to the spirit of 
times. The British declared Mr. Lewis to be very instrumental in 
promoting the cause of the rebels. He was one of those Patriots 
whom they seized in their beds, August 27, 1780, and carried on 
board of the prison-ship, whence he was transported to St. Augus- 
tine. His principles, however, were not to be overcome by oppres- 
sion. He preached from Gen. xliii. 14. Jf 1 be bereaved of my 
children, | am bereaved. The British garrison were so irritated at 
the spirit of this discourse, that they confined him in the castle. 
When the general exchange of prisoners took place, in May 1781, 
Mr. Lewis was sent with the rest to Philadelphia, whence he re- 
turned to Carolina, and again entered upon the duties of his cure.” 


* Ramsay's His. of South-Carolina, I. pp. 5-6. t Ibid. p. 47 
t Daicho’s His. Church of So. Ca. pp. 357. 35s. 
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It will immediately occur to the reader of the foregoing remarks, 
that the Note writer had some object in view, which he has not 
thought proper to avow. ‘There have been twenty-one Editions of 
his book published, making, probably, upwards of 21,000 volumes. 
This, at any rate, was giving a pretty extensive circulation to the 
calumny. As the writer has given a colouring to Dr. Ramsay’s re- 
marks, which entirely alters their complexign, we may reasonably 
conclude, that the object was, to lessen the influence and respecta- 
bility of the Episcopal Communion with the youth of our country. 
Such conduct is ungenerous and unjust. If there were any prom- 
inent individuals among our ranks, who forgot what was due to 
themselves, as well as to their country, in the “times which tried 
men’s souls;’’ let them be held up to public scorn, if the cireum- 
stances of the times make such an exposure necessary, but in the 
name of all that is charitable and just, do not visit the sins of a 
few, upon a whole Christian community. 


AN EPISCOPALIAN OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


-~e@e-- 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


The following notice of the late honoured and lamented Judge 
Waties, made part of a Discourse delivered at St. Michael’s 
Church, on Sunday, the 6th of July. It is sent to you because 
some have expressed a wish, that it might appear in the Gospel 
Messenger. You will do with it as you please. 


“To other places, propriety assigns the record of the memory of 
this distinguished member of our community, in the high amount of 
its claim upon his country, and I unfeignedly feel, that other tongues, 
must essay the no easy task of adequately pourtraying a jurist so 
learned and wise; a magistrate so equally faithful, firm and clement; 
a patriot so pure, ardent and devoted; a citizen so upright and ex- 
emplary; a man, in a word, such as it is so seldom permitted us to 
know. Yet to this place, it is not inappropriate that we speak of 
him to you, in that admirable character of Christian holiness, in 
which it was our privilege intimately to know him, and to remind 
you, in him, of religious principle, exhibiting all the happiness of 
its influence, upon life and in death. 

‘‘There is reason to believe that he, of whom I am speaking, did 
not, in his preparation for life, escape the contagion of the unhap- 
py fashion of sentiment with respect to religion, which, then, had for 
a long season prevailed, in the circles especially of letters and ac- 
complishment; and that he shared in the common imposition which 
the authority of names brilliant with the fame of wit and genius, 
had put upon the age, of a scepticism, which, at the best, contentedly 
knew nothing, of a subject, of which it had been pronounced that 
nothing true or necessary could be known’ He soon, however, 
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censed, we have as good reason to believe, to labour under the im- 
position. Educated under circumstances of domestic influence 
fayourable to virtue, he knew vice only as the object of disgust or 
abhorrence; and found in the precepts or inbibitions of religion, 
nothing, except as the universal sinfulness of our nature might 
have influence, which feeiing could make distasteful, or habit un- 
welcome to be received. It was, therefore, natural, when in the 
course of Providence, his attention was called te the claims of 
religion on a more serious regard, than they had, in earlier life 
received, that it should be given with all the freedom and fairness 
of a real solicitude for truth. ‘The result of honest investigation, 
and especially of a diligent perusal, in a teachable seriousness of 
temper, of the scriptures, was a full and cordial belief in Jesus, as 
the Saviour of the world, and the author of eternal life, to as many 
as obey him. Equally removed by mental constitution and habits, 
from enthusiasm, and by a rare equanimity, from gloom, the reli- 
gious faith which he thus happily attained, was sound, sober, 
rational, distinct in its views of truth, and the evidence which proved 
it—-the clear, settled, decided, conviction of the judgment. The 
grounds of it, were often laid open to the inspection of those, with 
whom he held the intercourse of friendship, and the intellectual 
and ingenious sceptic, has been heard to confess, that in their defence, 
he adduced a power of argument, as admirable as it was unanswer- 
able. 

“The religious faith of this excellent man, rested not, however, 
in the understanding, of whose speculations and doubts, it was after 
due inquiry, the result. It became the indispensable rule and 
principle of his life. It was, what the Apostle’s language, on which 
our thoughts have been employed, may be permitted most satisfac- 
torily and completely to express—r'od sanctified in the heart.*— 
Henceforward there was, in his estimation, a new and different in- 
terest attaching to his present being. It was an introduction to 
eternity; and that it might result in the happiness, in the promise 
of which he firmly trusted, was the supreme anxiety of his bosom. 
To this great end of a short and precarious sojourn upon earth, he 
pat all things else into subserviency—and none who knew him, 
could for a moment fail to perceive, that with his conversation in 
heaven, and his affections elevated supremely to the divine object of 
its immortal hope, he permitted no interest or concern of time, to 
come even into momentary competition with the eternal reality 
which he believed to be awaiting him. Habitually seeking by 
communion, through prayer, with “God, the influences of the spirit 
of his grace, he received its fruits into his heart; love, JOY; peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, patience: and the whole, uniform 
tenor of his life, was a communication of them for the glory ot 
their giver, and the happiness of society, his family, and his friends. 
The love of Christ abounding more and more, made it his happiness; 


* The subject of the Discourse having been that contained in the words of St 
Paul, “Sanetify the Lord God in your hearts.” 
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as well as duty, to promote the interests of his truth, and aid the 
difiusion of its knowledge, and influence among men. Of effect- 
ing ends like these, he saw a way appuinted for him, as for every 
believer of the Gospel, and became as a member of the Church, in 
what he believed its primitive constitution, discipline, and doctrine, 
zeuious and active, through its offices and ministrations, to convey 
to the hearts of men, the etlectual faith of the Redeemer. Rejoic- 

: himself in the humble hope that be, with help from God, bad 
nad the acquisition oi such a faith, it was his fervent desire and 
prayer, that all who yet were strangers to it, should partake its 
biessedness. Under the influence of this principle, we saw him, 
first generously endeavouring, that the light of Christianity, should 
shine for the comfort and good of all who were immediately 
connected with him, by the tie of kindred, neighbourhood ond 
friendship; and then in our Diocesan assemblies, giving all the 
sanction of his admired presence, and his social, and civil influ- 
ence, in aid of measures, which had for their end, the advancement 
and honour of the religion of the Son of God. From the minds of 
many of us, my brethren, the impression cannot easily be removed 
of the value of the services, which he thus rendered our communi- 
on—to which, however ardently, he was with no want of charity 
for dissent from it attached; nor can they who shared with him, 
the counsels and deliberations of our conventions, forget the zeal 
so chastened, mild and meek, the patience so amiable and unwearied, 
the solicitude for the ark of th: Lord, so tremblingly alive to all 
that might affect its safety, by which as a member of them, the part 
he bore in their transactions was distinguished. 

“To the ministers of Christ as a body, he was in our communion, 
perhaps, the chief, among mauy friends. It was for the sake of the 
cause, for whose service they were commissioned, that he loved 
them; and it was for the sake of that cause, that he delighted, in 
all things, to promote their comfort, their usefulness, and respecta- 
bility. To them, his hospitality and kindness, to all so marked 
with an unequalled urbanity, were boundless. He was tender of their 
failings, and indulgent of their imperfections; while anxious for 
the success of the work they had in charge, he felt it incumbent on 
him in every way, to strengthen their hands and to cheer and ani- 
mate their spirits, amidst the mortifications and trials, through 
which he saw the path of its prosecution often lie. The affection 
and gratitude of the Clergy were largely due him, for the comfort 
and aid, they derived from his example ‘and exertions, as a member 
of the Church, as well as from the counsel, they were often glad to 
take at the lips of his pious wisdom; and there are among them, 
those, on whose hearts the record of his memory can never be ob- 
scured. 

“The principle which substantially constituted the religion of 
this inestimable man, could not but make him in every scene of 
human employment and intercourse, equally the readily recognized, 
sincere, and faithful Christian. ': admitted but of this one charac- 
ter, for all places and occasions; and never was it in any in- 
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stance, perhaps, more plainly and inseparably identified, with 
either the gentleman, the member of the literary or social circle,* 
the politician or the man of business, the neighbour, friend or 
father of a family. In this last character, he who is speaking 
of him to you, peculiarly delights to contemplate him: and as a 
Christian father of a family, | would describe him to you if I could. 
But when I think of the domestic scene, from which God in the 
wisdom of his Providence has removed him, a scene, on which, it 
might without enthusiasm be thought, that even Angels might look 
down with rapture, when I call to mind the dignity so tempered 
with the meekness of his spirit, with which he presided in this 
scene, the authority, whose voice was never uttered, but in the ac- 
cents of tenderness and affection—the economy having no rule but 
the comfort and reasonable satisfaction of all whom it affected, and 
his means of providing for them; when, above all, I think of the 
religious influence, which sanctifying by stated devotions, each day 
of his intercourse with the numerous objects of his love and care, 
illumined all its hours with holy joy, and made all around him, 
cheerfulness, serenity and peace; and then reflect that he, the hus- 
band su honoured and beloved, the father in whose presence, 
children found al] the pleasure and interest of life to centre, the 
master, in whose gentleness, kindness, and forbearance, servants 
found, if not a law always adequate to restrain, yet a bond, indis- 
solubly to attach them; when I reflect that he is no more present in 
this scene, and that there is a sorrow there, which could but be ag- 
gravated by the faults and defects of the delineation I should make, 
I am restrained from the attempt to utter that, which, complete as 
is my own impression of the character, could, in no adequate degree, 
convey it. In the sorrow of the bereaved, who although he was 
spared to them through long infirmity, until so near threescore 
years and ten, yet reasonably mourn their best of earthly friends, 
too soon taken from their bosom, we owe the tribute of a deep and 
affectionate concern. The best expression, which we can make of 
it, is in our prayers that God will be their comforter, the strength 
of their heart, and their portion forever: that he will give them to 
go on their way of life rejoicing in the memory of one, whose faith 
following, and considering the end of his conversation, with unchang- 
ing purpose, to pursue it even unto death, they must see him again, 
and be joint theirs with him, of the glory, honour and immortality, 
by the faith of which he lived, and in the glad and humble hope of 
which, he died. 

‘“‘My brethren, the memory of such an example of religious ex- 
saibaten as that of which I have spoken to you, is singularly worthy 
to be cherished. It is good for us to admit, and indulge the reflec- 
tion of the value of principles, which could make the source of so 
wuch virtue and so much happiness. And if in life we have known 
no more faultless virtue than that which we saw in this ven- 


* Judge Waties could not but be known in company as the Christian by profes- 
sion—yet never was he known there with offence to the infidel—or without the 


respect of even the scoffer. 
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erable man; if either in life or death, through all the ills and trials 
of the one, and amidst the pains and ‘glooms of the gradually ap- 
proaching hour of the other, no better happiness thau the invaria- 
ble equanimity, the fortitude, the resignation, the peace, and even 
rejoicing which were his, then let us resolve that we wall! be believers 
in the Lord —and humble and obedient observers of his will. And 
as he found in the faith of Jesus, the advocate for sinners with the 
father, and the propiiation for their sins, the sure consolation and 
unfailing joy of his soul, so let us be stediast and tinmovable in 
this faith—and like him ‘always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
As he, too, recognized the obligation of every ordinance of the 
Lord, and with glad and humble devotion waited on him, in the 
instituted solemnities of his Church, and at the table of the sacra- 
ment of his body and blood, rejoiced as you have often seen, to 
shew forth before men, his death for sin, and seek the succours of 
his grace there dispensed for the warfare of his service, and all its 
toils and dangers, its exigencies and sorrows, so let us rejoice to 
draw near with faith to “that table of his blessed Eucharist, and 
receive that holy sacrament to our comfort. Associated thus, in the 
communion of the saints, with all, who both in life and death are 
the Lord’s, we may, with them, be partakers of his peace on earth, 
and hereafter, of his triumph in the resurrection of the just.” 


+> @@e@~- 
ENDLESS CALLS FOR CHARITY. 


No, Sir! I neither can nor will give another cent for charitable 
purposes! Lam absolutely teased beyond endurance by calls for 
this object! Had I the wealth of the Indies I could not satisfy 
these ceaseless demands! It is high time that a stop was put to 
these impertinent applications! 

The excellent young man to whom I made this hasty and petulent 
reply turned sorrowfully away, and left me already half ashamed 
of having inflicted an undeserved wound upon his gentle and bene- 
volent nature. After retiring to my chamber for the night, my 
unkindness, my unmanly petulance, and hasty and criminal resolve, 
greatly distressed and agitated my mind. I certainly ought to have 
felt that my young friend was making a much greater sacrifice, by 
devoting his time to the unpleasant aud ill-requited task of solicit- 
ing charitable contributions, than it would have cost me, had I 
cheerfully given him the few shillings which would have recom- 
pensed his toil. It was basely ungenerous to flout him with my 
petulance, and wreak upon his innocent head vengeance somewhat 
due perhaps, to some of the teasing applicants who had exhausted 
my patience. I trust I shall never be guilty-of such unkind rude- 
ness in future. 

But what can be done?’ Things have reached such a crisis—ap- 
plications have become so numerous, and every demand is backed 
by some cogent reason or other why it should not be rejected, that 
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really I must either give to att, which my purse will not allow, or 
waste iny life.» examining intothe merits of numberless applications. 
It is high time I formed some settled plan upon the subject. It 1s 
high time that I reduced my charities to a system. I am deepiy 
sensible that all I have, is a merciful loan from the Bestower of ail 
good, and it is my conscientious desire to consecrate my full pro- 
portion to religious objects. Hitherto | have given or refused al- 
most entirely at my own caprice; and this, | now plainly see, was 
the cause of losing my temper to-day. Had I] arranged my chari- 
ties in the sight of God, according to the best notion of duty which 
I could tori, I should have known instantly whether this particular 
application merited my attention or not. 

And now I think of it, upon this very point did my excellent 
friend S**** remonstrate with me the other day. 1 had in thought- 
less good humour, given very lavishly to some trifling object, when 
he pleasantly asked if my charity-purse was so large that 1 was in 
the habit of giving in proportion to my present profusion. Charity- 
purse! 1 exclaimed.—You don’t suppose I keep an account of 
alms-giving? Certainly, 1 hoped that you did; was his gentle 
reply. Soon after, | ascertained that from the very small income 
of $100 a year, he regularly lays aside $50 for religious and char- 
itable objects. And this is parcelled out in the most exact and 
conscientious manner, in proportion to what he considers the com- 
parative importance of respective charities, or the demands of any 
one of them upon him in particular. 

It is high time for me to adopt a similar measure. I see no other 
way to relieve myself from the embarrassing difficulties of such ir- 
ritating situations as that in which I found myself to-day.— 
Something I ought to give, and delight to give to good objects. ‘To 
save myself from being teased and fretted, I must give according to 
some settled plan. 

By the remarkable blessing of God upon my worldly business, I 
find myself in receipt of a clear income of $600 a year. Out of 
this I have a small family to maintain; but I am sure that every 
member of it will only wish that the charity-purse | can set apart 
from it was larger; and will shrink from no self-denial to which 
they may thereby be subjected. What portion of this ought I to 
render literally unto the Lord? Shall I give less to all the various 
kinds of Christian charity, than pious Jews che erfully gave for the 
maintenance of the priesthood alone? I certainly can afford to 
give at least $60 a year. That sum, then, I here, solemnly and in 
the presence of God, my everlasting Benefactor, henceforth devote 
and consecrate to religious objects.* May the motives of the of- 
fering be sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and may the offering itself 
be graciously accepted through the merits of my Redeemer! 

But bow shall | apportion it?) What religious objects ought | 
first to patronize and sustain? As the support of the ministry and 


“ We have reason to believe, that the excellent counsel here given, has long 
since been acted upon, by several in our Diocese. May this be true to a greater 


and greater extent. 
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the due celebration of the ordinances of the Gospel are the most 
expensive and by far the most important religious objects in every 
Christian land, and as, in this country they are entirely dependent 
upon voluntary private contributions, I plainly perceive ‘that I ought 
to give a large sum to the support of my minister and of the Church. 
Next in importance I must consider the universal distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures. I will, therefore, do more for the Bible cause. 
The missionary enterprize, in amount of expenditure, and impor- 
tance to a lost world, may next, perhaps, demand my regard and 
my contributions. , o these also, as regular charities, | must add 
our Sunday School and Tract Society, and for alms-giving and 
casual and occasional charities, | must, besides, set apart a reason- 
able Sum. 

What do I say? Is alms-giving to the suffering poor, amongst 
the last and least of my regular charities? It was not wont to be 
so amongst the devoted saints of God in other times, of whom IL 
have read! 

Ah! I see how it is! Times have altered. The poor are now 
enlightened; and can generally maintain themselves; and I pay 
my legal quota to the most effectual system for their general relief, 
Of actual charity to the worthy and suffering poor there ts now lit- 
tle demand. Let me do, then, what I can to prevent this suffering, 
by aiding Sunday Schools and other means for the religious im- 
provement and reformation of the entire structure of human socie ty. 

A C——N., 


-~@o@e-:-- 
POETRY. 


FROM THE EPISCOPAL WATCHMAN 
THE SABBATH MORNING. 


How calm comes on this holy day! 
Morning unfolds the eastern sky, 
And upwards takes her lofty way, 
Triumphant to ber throne on high. 
Earth glorious wakes, as o’er her breast 
The morning flings her rosy ray, 
And blushing, from her dreamless rest, 
Unveils her to the gaze of day. 
So still the scene, each wakeful sound 
Seems hallowed music ‘neath the ground. 


The night-winds to their mountain caves, 
The morning mists to heaven’s blue steep, 
And to their ocean-depths the waves 
Are gone, their holy rest to keep. 
‘Tis tranquil all—around—above : 
The forests far, which bound the scene, 
veaceful as their Maker’s love, 
AT ite hills of everlasting green. 
And clouds, like earthly barriers, stand 
As bulwarks of some viewless land. 


GOS. MESS.—VOL. V. ol 
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Each tree that lifts its arm in air, 
Or hangs its pensive head from high, 
Seems bending at its morning prayer, 
Or whisp’ring with the hours gone by. 
This holy morning, Lord, is thine! 
Let silence sanctify thy praise: 
Let heaven and earth, in love combine, 
And morning stars their music raise! 
For ‘tis the day—joy, joy, ye dead— 
When death and hell were captive led. 


-~e@e nee 


FROM THE CONNECTICUT MIRROR. 


THE SABBATH EVE. 


How calmly sinks the parting sun!— 
Yet twilight lingers still, 

And beautiful as dreams of Heaven, 
"Tis slumbering on the bill; 

Earth sleeps with all her glorious things 

Beneath the Holy Spirits wings, 

And, rendering back the hues above, 

Seems resting in a trance of love. 


Mysterious music from the pines 
O’er yon dark rocks reclined, 
Falls, like the whispered words of peace 
Upon the heavenly mind; 
And winds, with pinions steeped in dew, 
Breathe gently, as if stealing through 
From Eden’s bowers, they came to bless 
The spirit with their holiness. 


And yonder glittering throng of clouds, 
Retiring from the sky, 

So calmly move, so sweetly glow, 
They seem to Fancy’s eye 

Bright creatures of a better sphere 

Come down at noon to worship here, 

And from that sacrifice of love 

Returning to their home above. 





The blue isles of the golden sea, 
The night-arch floating high, 

The flowers that gaze upon the heavens, 
The bright streams leaping by, 

Are living with religion,—deep 

Its glories on the waters sleep, 

And mingle with the moon's pale rays, 

Like the soft light of parted days. 


The spirit of the holy eve 
Comes through the silent air 
To feeling’s hidden spring, and wakes 
The gush of music there; 
And the far depths of either beam 
So passing fair, we almost dream 
That we can rise and wander through 
Their open paths of trackless blue. 


Each soul is filled with glorious dreams, 

Each pulse is beating wild, 
And thought is soaring to the shrine 

Ot Glory undefiled; 
And holy inspirations start 
Forth from the temple of the heart, 
And chain—for Earth’s dark tiesare riven , 
Our spirits to the gates of Heaven. 

Iu Pensekoso. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


St. Stephen’s Chapel, provided for the poor.—The success of this 
Institution is highly gratifying, as to the charity which it was in- 
tended through it to do. We regret most painfully, that the ladies 
who charge themselves with the support of the minister of it, are 
so inadequately helped. The following are extracts from the Re- 


port of the Missionary for 182s. 
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“The institution of Library Societies for Sunday Schools, always 
appeared to me an object of great importance in facilitating the 
instruction of teachers and children. With this view I have es- 
tablished one at St. Stephen’s. The members of it are prin. ‘ipally 
from the congregation who are allowed under the same restrictions 
as the children. the use of the books and tracts. I had in contem- 
plation, when the funds of the Society shall have increased, and 
the Library supplied, to have appropriated a portion of them to 
supply the wants of such destitute children, as far as a charity of 
this kind could be expected to extend. At no time , sowever, did I 
contemplate to give up the claim of St. Stephen’s Sunday School, 

upon the assistance of the General Sunday School Society of this city. 
The bookcase is located in the Chapel, it already contains nearly 
100 books chiefly of my own selection, and will go into operation 
on the ensuing Sabbath. There are 53 Communicants statedly at- 
tendant at the Chapel, of whom only 3 are coloured persons.— 
There are 130 Children in the Sunday School, 4 male, and 12 fe imate 
Teachers, and 1 Superintendent. This School opens at 8 o’clock 
on Sunday morning, and closes at 10. The School for coloured 
Children and Adults, is distinctly attended, and contains 70 pupils. 
It has 5 white Teachers. The exercises commence immediately 
after Divine Service in .the afternoon. Both these Schools are 
under my immediate and personal observation, and both are opened 
and closed with the customary form by myself; to impress on the 
minds of the School the spirituality of the engagements upon 
which they have entered. Under the blessing of God we are en- 
couraged to hope for the most lasting benefits from both these 
Schools. The system of instruction set forth by the General Sun- 
day School Union, with some alterations, has been adopted in the 
white School. The blacks are taught the catechism orally, and 
lectured on it in such familiar manner as to impress the sense of it 
on their understanding and affections. Your Missionary ought not, 
perhaps, to express the anxiety, that the success of these important 
institutions requires him to feel, he may say, that not only do they 
engage a great portion of weekly labour, but on Sunday, from ~ 
o’clock in the morning till sundown, with scarce the customary in- 
tervals of respite, he isin the Schools, or otherwise occupied at the 
Chapel in humbly endeavouring to give the utmost efficacy to the 
design of your interesting institution. Your Missionary has looked 
forward to the time, when this institution would be perfectly free 
from embarrassment. The resources for supplying its necessities 
will no doubt be given in God’s good time. It has always appeared 
to me, manifest that a burial ground for the Chapel was highly 
desiriable. A lot of ground may be purchased in the suburbs or 
vicinity of the city, at such a rate, as to warrant the payment by 
instalment and by subscription. If necessity should require it in 
future years, another Church or Chapel might be located on it.— 
My own impression is, that the matter can be accomplished, not to 
be sure without some trouble, if it be commenced with a right spirit 
and well directed faith.” 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.—It appears from th 
lost Report, that there are belonging to this Society, in this Diocese. 
iwenty Life and two Annual Members, also four Patrons. The 
whole number of Patrons is 62, who pay each $50; of Life Mem- 
bers 45, who pay $30; and of Annual Members 70, who pay 83, 
annually. We sincerely hope, that it may not be necessary ever 
again to present to public surprise, so small a list. The greatest 
number of members are of Pennsylvania, and next stands our own 
Diocese.* In some of the Dioceses it appears that there is not a 
single member. The claims of this valuable institution, have no 
where been sufficiently recognized, and we do hope, that in this 
respect, the members of our Church in this Diocese, will provoke 
their brethren “to love and to good works.” 

In addition to the particulars mentioned in our last number, we 
find that a missionary for Buenos Ayres is about to be nominated. 
Rey. Mr. Williston reported, ‘On becoming acquainted with the 
8 ‘ilies settled in Tallahassee and its vicinage, he found that a 

‘y large majority of them were Episcopalians, or such as gave a 
ies ided ‘preference to the Episcopal Church. 

‘* Your missionary passed twelve Sundays in Middle Florida; on 
all of which he officiated, dividing them between Tallahassee and 
Wascissa, which is situated about eighteen miles east of Tallahas- 
see. The intermediate time was employed principally in visiting 
from house to house. 

“The result of his labours has been, the organization of the 
parish of St. John’s, in Tallahassee, embracing between thirty and 
forty families of respectability and intelligence. In this parish 
there were found only two members of the Episcopal Church who 
had been communicants, and it was deemed advisable to defer the 
administration of that holy sacrament to some future time. Your 
missionary baptized five children, and arrangements were made fo: 
a Sunday School. 

At Wascissa, every arrangement was made for the organization 
of the parish of St. Philip’s, but as some of the families had but 
recently settled there, and it being a very busy time with them, the 
formalities of its organization were postponed to a time of more 
leisure, when assurance was given that it should be duly organized 
and incorporated. This congregation embraces fifteen or more 
families of the greatest respectability. Their intention is to build 
a Church for their accommodation during the summer, and au 
eighth section of land has been entered with that object in view, 
as also to furnish a glebe for the rector. 

“In Middle Florida there have been located several towns, which, 
from their location, promise to become considerable towns, at no 
very distant period. Such is Magnolia, Rock-haven, Aspalaga, and 
Monticello. In each of these we have obtained the gift of a lot 
of ground, on which to erect a Church, whenever necessary.” 


* The Bishop of South-Carolina is one of the Vice Presidents, and the Rector 
of St. Philip's Chureh is a Director, by either of whom, the names of person: 
desirous to become members will be received—or by any of our Clergy. 
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“Could a missionary be placed immediately in St. Augustine, 
the most favourable results might be expected. He could employ 
a part of his time advantageously on the St. John’s river, where 
there are Episcopal famiJies, and where there will be a rapid in- 
crease of population by emigration, and he might occasionally visit 
Allachua and Tampa. At the latter place, your missionary has 
been informed that a clergyman of the E piscopal Church would 
obtain a chaplaincy, and a compensation for instructing the Indians. 
Tampa, and the section of the country in its ne ighbourhood, will 
become, at no very distant day, a very tnteresting portion of 
Florida. 

“*There are now organized three Episcopal parishes in Florida, 
Christ Church, St. John’s and Trinity; and probably a fourth, St. 
Philip’s. Three clergymen at least are now indispensable to their 
prosperity; and these three would, in a short time, be supported hy 
their parishes. And an arrangement night be made for the entire 
support of one at Tampa, would he consent to accept a chaplianey, 
and also to instruct the Indians in that vicinity. 

“There are many inducements for clergymen of the Episcopal 
Church to settle in Florida: ample provisions are made for the 
support of schools in every township, and for the support of a 
university, which will doubtless be located in Middle Florida.— 
Favoured with the regular trade winds from the gulf, there cannot 
be a finer climate in the world; the surface beautifully undulating, 
and most of the hills rising a hundred and fifty feet above the sea— 
irrigated by innumerable springs, fountains, and streams of the 
purest water, it presents the prospect of uninterupted health—and 
a rapidly increasing population, presents to the eye an illimitable 
perspective of future usefulness to the Church.” 

We insert with great pleasure the following impressive appeal. 

“To the Clergy throughout the land, we would send forth an 
earnest appeal to shake off their slumbers avd arouse to this hal- 
lowed work. Let every one not evidently called of God to some 
other scene and labour, task his judgment, and question his heart, 
whether he has not a talent for the missionary work,—a gift for the 
missionary cause. There are often inen who pass their lives in ob- 
scurity and comparative uselessness, buried, like precious ores in 
the bosom of the earth; who, once roused to the effort, are capable 
in other spheres of doing more than tongue can express for the 
welfare of mankind, but who are often content to sink into the first 
seat which offers, if they can find in it their daily bread. Does 
the whole world afford a better field, or a nobler reward, for such 
a man’s exertions, than belongs to him who goes, like the chosen 
Apostles of our blessed Redeemer, to proclaim to the multitude of 
his brethren who are annually perishing in ignorance of that Re- 
deemer, and to the miserable heathen of other lands—does the 
world afford a better field for human efforts, than in turning these 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God? 
O; can there be a nobler reward than that promised to those who 
turn many to righteousness, that they shall shine as the stars for ever 
and ever? 
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‘But if they cannot or will not go forth to this work themselves, 
can they refuse to exercise at home—in the sphere of their influ- 
ence, all that influence in procuring the means which shall contri- 
bute, not to the luxury—he who takes up the missionary’s scrip 
and staff, takes leave of all luxury but that of doing good—but to 
the necessary support and comfort of those who forego all else? 
And if he does neglect to do this, how shall he answer it at the day 
of final account to Him, who commissioned his ministers to preach 
the gospel to every creature? Shall the minister of Christ—of him 
who shed his precious blood for all men, forego these efforts and 
be guiltless? 

“Let the lay members of our Church, too, question their own 
hearts in this matter. Let them, with devout prayers for Divine 
guidance, ask themselves, what is their duty? What is the duty of 
those who are commanded to do to others as they would wish others to 
do to them? Brethren! In our own courtry, there are vast regions 
where a famine of the word of life is spreading moral death around; 
there are our own brethren, nurtured, as we have been, in the or- 
dinances of God’s house, and the instructions of his holy religion. 
Now removed far away from them, they come over their minds, in 
the solitude of the wilderness, as a pleasant dream, which they 
would gladly realize. There are some, who are in poverty and sor- 
row—there are some in competence and ease—there are some who 
earn their daily bread by their daily labour, and all are living, per- 
haps, in the utter want of all means of grace but their own retired 
prayers—all, perhaps, are alike unable to obtain them, and never, 
from year to year, hear the sound of the preached gospel. You 
give to such, a blessing, when you send them a missionary to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of the gospel, which in the fulness which 
your own heart enjoys, you are utterly unable to concieve. Think 
too of the miserable heathen—bowing down to hideous idols of wood 
and stone:—think of the miseries which idolatry brings upon its 
ignorant, wretched votaries:—think of the multitude of delusions 
and consequent sorrows, into which so many of our race is plunged, 
and ask yourselves, whether you are doing to others, as you would 
have others do to you, when, like the priest and the Levite, you 
turn disgusted from the spectacle, and pass by on the other side! 

“The Executive Committee would conclude their report with a 
striking passage from a sermon, preached before the English Church 
Missionary Society. ‘We are attempting, in God’s appointed way, 
to diffuse the knowledge of salvation. What though it may be ob- 
jected, that our instruments are weak. Hath not God chosen the 
weak things of the world, to confound the things which are mighty, 
that no flesh should glory in his presence? What, though we have 
not met with immediate success? Are we not laying a foundation, 
on which much may be built successfully hereafter? But what 
have we to do with success?’ Success belongs to God!—duty is our 
part. Shall we sit still and make no effort for the conversion of 
our fellow creatures? Can we acquit ourselves of guilt, by waiting 
longer, till we see a more favourable prospect? Our duty, our in- 
































1228. | Religious Intelligence. 247 


dispensable duty is, to endeavour, nor are our endeavours at all less 
acceptable to God, even though they may be uusuccessfuly You 
are now called on to show your zeal to God—the work is begun— 
your duty is before you—the duty which you owe to your Re .deemer, 
and to your fellow creatures, to contribute as much as possible to 
his glory and their everlasting welfare!” 

General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary 
took place in Trinity Church, New-York, June 24th, Is28. We 
were happy to see a greater number of the Episcopal order present 
than on any former occasion. ‘The Right Rev. William White, 
D.D. of Pennsylvania, President; the Right Rev. John Henry 
Hobart, D.D. of New-York; the Right Rev. Richard Channing 
Moore, D. D. of Virginia; the Right Rev. John Croes, D.D. of 
New-Jersey; the Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, D.D. L.L.D. of 
Connecticut; the Right Rev. Heary U. Onderdonk, D.D. Assistant 
Bishop of Pennsylvania, were present. But we regret that the 
clerical and lay trustees were not so numerous as we have before 
known them to be, and that there were so few of the Dioceses re- 
presented in the Board. This we sincerely deplore, because we 
think that—while it is a proof of the want of an adequate general 
interest in the institution— it is, at the same time, withholding from 
it that general superintendence and concern by which alone it can 
be made what it was designed to be, the seminary of the whole 
Church in these United States. Uf it be the wish of Episcopalians 
to sustain this institution, and that the solicitude and strong recom- 
mendations of the General Convention in its behalf should not be 
unavailing, let the trustees of the respective Dioceses, hereafter, 
feel the obligation of fidelity to their trust, and evince their interest 
in its welfare by participating, at the stated annual meetings of the 
Board, in those measures which are necessary to the preservation 
and advancement of the institution. This would be productive of 
the most beneficial effects; for it would be impossible to become 
acquainted witl: the practical results of the seminary, and to wit- 
ness, the interesting exhibitions of its alumni, without taking a more 
lively concern in its prosperity, and thus securing a more diffusive 
and efficient co-operation in its advancement. 

Besides transacting the business of the Board, the trustees at- 
tended the examination of the students, which occupied the greater 
part of the 25th and 26th; and on Friday, the 27th, the sixth an- 
nual commencement, at which, after suitable introductory devotions 
by the presiding Bishop, the following exercises took place. 

“A Dissertation on ‘The Advantage of Revelation.” By Isaac 
Pardee, A. B. of New York. : 

‘*A Dissertation on ‘'The Pre-eminence of the Resurrection of 
Christ among the Doctrines of the Gospel.” By Harry Finch, 
A. B. of Connecticut. 

“A Dissertation on ‘Justification.’ By Alexander W. Marshall, 
A.B. of South-Carolina. 
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* A Dissertation on ‘The Opinions of the Jews with Regard toa 
Future State.’ By Ephraim Punderson, A.B. of New-York. 

“A Dissertation on the question, *‘ Whether Mortality was an 
Original Law of Creation.” By John C. Porter, A.B. of New- 
York. 

“A Dissertation on ‘The Expediency of a New Translation of 
the Scriptures.” By William Lucas, of Pennsylvania. 

‘Presentment of the First Class, by the Faculty, to the Presiding 
Bishop, for receiving their Testimonials. 

** Address by the Right Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

* Testimonials given. 

“The whole was concluded with devotions by the Presiding 
Bishop.” 

We regret to state that the income of the institution for the last 
year fell short of its expenditure by $500, and that unless prompt 
and efficient measures are taken for the increase of its funds, the 
Board contemplates at its next annual meeting a correspondent re- 
duction in the salaries of the professors. But we devoutly hope 
that this result will be obviated by the increased efforts and munifi- 
cence of all who feel an interest in the Seminary. And we are 
happy to add that the Board, under a painful sense of the exigency, 
recommend measures, which, if cordially complied with, will event- 
uate, it is confidently believed, in such an augmeutation of its funds, 
as to render unnecessary the threatened retrenchment. Among those 
measures is a recommendation to all the parochial authorities, 
friendly to the institution, to use proper exertion and means for the 
excitement within their respective spheres, of an interest in its be- 
half, and that every clergyman of the Church favourably disposed 
should consider himself an agent for the Seminary, and in every 
way he may deem expedient, whether by congregational collections 
or individual contributions, increase its resources. No such gene- 
ral effort has yet been made; and from this circumstance we derive 
encouragement to hope that the necessary relief will not much lon- 
ger be withheld. Let such an effort, then, be at once made. Let 
all who concur with the recommendations of our General Conven- 
tion, in regard to this Seminary, and wish to see them efficiently 
fulfilled, determine to use every exertion to enlarge its resources to 
the full amount of the present and future requistions upon them, 
and thus to demonstrate, at the meeting of the Board in 1829, that 
if the Seminary should not realize the expectations of the Church, 
it will not be for want of necessary funds. Let every parochial 
minister, so disposed, endeavour to raise such sums as he may 
deem practicable, and if, in effecting this object, congregational 
collections be preferred, let them be tried cordially and faithfully, 
and we shall be much disappointed, indeed almost despair of the 
cause, if their aggregate amount do not furnish a sum abundantly 
sufficient, not only to meet the present exigency, but to place the 
institution above dependence upon such measures for the future. 
In addition to all this, the Board authorized the Standing Commit- 
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tee to employ a suitable general agent for the augmentation of the 
funds—and we cavnot but think, that, could the proper person, in all 
respects, be found, this would prove the most efficient and suceess- 
ful plan that could be put in operation. But whatever may be the 
wisdom of the measures proposed, their success will depend, under 
God, upon the exertions and zcal of the friends of the Seminary, to 
which we humbly, but confidently, commend her interests in this 
her day of necessity. 

Extract from a letter in the Episcopal Watchman.—‘t When | 
look at the viciuity of our institution,” writes one of the students, 
“I feel a deep responsibility. Here is a field which demands the 
exertions: of the Christian philanthropist. I have visited some 
families who are destitute of bibles—some without even the neces- 
saries of life—some who had only heard of a Saviour in connexion 
with the most horrid blasphemy. The transactions of a Sunday are 
beyond description. ‘The grounds about here are literally thronged 
with idlers from the city, who profane the day with the most boisterous 
merriment. Such is the state of moral degradation in titis neigh- 
bourhood. We are doing, however, what we can to check these 
things. A Sunday School has been established, and we Mave already 
gathered in 258 scholars, (148 boys, and 110 girls) —being an increase 
of 31 since the report made in April. A small library bas been pur- 
chased for the use of the more advanced classes, and the eagerness 
with which the books are read, and the rapid improvement of the 
scholars, afford much satisfaction to the teachers. 

‘** The chapel is open regularly for service every Sunday, (one of the 
professors officiating) and the interets which is excited is truly grati- 
fying. Every seat is occupied with worshippers, many of whom, but 
a few months since, habitually violated this sacred day. Some of 
them have already manifested the power of the gospel in their lives, 
and a whole family have lately received the sacrament of baptism. 
We trust our measures will be blessed to the temporal and eternal 
good of those about us, especially the younger part of the com- 
munity. Here they not only find a refuge from the contaminating 
examples which they would meet without, but their attention is di- 
rected to the only source of true enjoyment. It is deeply affecting 
to hear the solemn responses of the Litany uttered by more than 
two hundred and fifty children. These are among the benefits 
resulting from the establishment of public worship.” 

General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—The Board 
of Managers held their second annual meeting, in New-York, June 
26th, Is28; present five of the Bishops, and several of the clergy 
and laity. The following resolutions, among others, were passed: 

“ Resolved, That this Board entirely approves of the establish- 
ment of a Family Visiter and Sunday School Mugazine, and of 
a Children’s Magazine, contemplated’ by the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

“* Resolved, That this Board has heard, with the greatest pleasure, 
of the proposed establisment, in New-York, of a Protestant Epis- 
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ce pal press;* and, regarding the operations of that institution as 
of the most vital importance to the proper efficiency of this and 
other institutions of our Church, earnestly recommend the said 
press to the liberal support of Episcopalians.” 


Female Episcopal, Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society.—We 
extract the following judicious remarks from their first anuual 


_report:— 


‘In the selection of Tracts for circulation, the managers of this 
Society are happily not precluded, by the admixture among them 
of differing and contradictory religious opivions, and opposite views 
of sacred doctrine and ecclesiastical] rites and polity, from the chvuice 
of such as they may deem most agreeable to the pure truth of 
scripture, and to “the form of sound words,”’ and the apostolic 
institutions handed down to them from the inspired founders of the 
Church; but possess the liberty, which such heterogeneous and 
jarring associations necessarily deny, to avail themselves of the 
labours of sound and judicious writers of all denominations (uot 
excluding their own) for the exposition, defence, ard proof of 
scripture doctrine, as well as for the cultivation of piety, and the 
illustration and enforcement of the various duties of the Christian 


life.” 


Vermont.—The Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, was opened on the 28th of May; present 8 clergymen and 
17 lay-delegates. It appears there are 14 Churches and 10 clergy- 
men in this Diocese. It was resolved, ‘* That this Convention are 
convinced of the expediency of making some alterations in the 
Liturgy of the Church, and especially of shortening the Morn- 
ing service; but the proffered amendments, taken together, are 
not such as they think best calculated to effect the desired ob- 
ject. They would, however, express the opinion, that the proposed 
form of a preface to the Confirmation office is preferable to the one 
now in use; and if it may be acted upon by itself, they would re- 
commend its adoption.” 


Pennsylvania.—T he Rector of St. Mary’s Church, Chester County, 
&c. reports to the Convention of May, 1828, among other matters, 
as follows:— ° 

‘*Since the last Convention, I visited St. John’s Church, New- 
London Cross Roads, of which the Rev. George Kirk is pastor. 
Here I read prayers, preached the gospel, and administered the 
Holy Communion. ‘i here is a manifestly growing attention not 
only to the forms of worship as prescribed by the Church, but (what 
is of incomparably greater moment, and which, indeed, is the end 
the Church intended to promote in adopting them,) to the eternal 
experience of religion, or to the power of godliness, felt sensibly in 


“ An account of which was given in the Report of the Executive Committee.. 
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the heart, and evinced by a walk and conversation in accordance 
with the precepts of the gospel of Christ. 

“fT also visited Morlattin, now under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
George Mintzer, where I also read prayers, preached and adminis- 
terd the Holy Communion, once and again. This Church appears 
to be improving in its spiritual concerns, and they have recently 
exerted themselves in contributing more to the support of their 
minister, than they have done for many years.” 

We insert this to remark, that it appears a novel proceeding for 
one minister to report, as to the state of congregations other than 
his own, and in this case it appears the less necessary, as reports 
were made to the same Convention by both the ministers of the 
congregations above-mentioned. 

New-Jersey.—lt appears from the Journal of the Convention, 
28th May, that there are 1S ministers in this Diocese. The Bishop's 
Fund amounts to $338. The Bishop Croes Scholarship, $2161.21. 
Bishop Croes, besides much of a local nature, says,—* During the 
year, since we last assembled, I have attended in my offtcial capacity 
as a Trustee of the General Theological Seminary of our Church, 
the regular annual meeting of that body in New-York; also the 
examination of the students of the Institution, and the commence- 
ment of the senior class. The examination was very satisfactory ; 
and the proficiency of the students such as to warrant the belief, 
that their time had been diligently spent in the several studies in 
which they had been engaged, and that, with Divine grace, they will 
become both capable and useful ‘ stewards of the mysteries of God.’ 

“In October last, I also assisted at the consecration of the Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, D.D. a Presbyter of the Diocese of New- 
York, who had been elected, by the Convention of Pennsylvania, 
an assistant Bishop to the Right Rev. the Bishop of that Diocese, 
and in case of survivorship, his successor. Dr. Onderdonk’s piety, 
talents, learning and zeal, well quality him for that office; and it 
is hoped that time, reflection, and Divine grace, will so allay and 
mollify the feelings of those who did not concur in his election, 
that they at length will be induced to acquiesce in the choice of 
their brethren, and thus contribute to the restoration of peace and 
harmony in the Church of the Diocese. 

“‘T cannot, in this place, but call your attention also, my brethren, 
to the afflicting circumstance of the death of the Rev. Mr. Carter, 
of Savannah, Georgia, who so suddenly followed his beloved wife 
tothe tomb. As Mr. Carter had been a clergyman in this Diocese, 
and of course a member of our Conventions, it is but justice to his 
memory to observe, that he was highly esteemed among us as an 
amiable and pious man, and an energetic, instructive, and very 
acceptable preacher.” ; 

The Rector of St. Paul’s Church, in his report, says—“ the affairs 
of that congregation are rather improving; still the Rector is sorry 
to state, that many persons in the town, calling themselves Episco- 
palians, seldom or never attend.” 
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“On motion of the Rev. Dr. Wharton, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 

“Whereas, it is a distinguishing feature of our Church, that she 
adopts a form of Common Prayer in her public worship: and 
whereas such prayer evidently implies a union of devout and audi- 
ble voices, both in the congregation and the minister—Therefore, 
Resolved, that it be earnestly recommended to ali the congregations 
in this Diocese to repeat distinctly, all the responses and prayers, 
as the Rubric directs.” 


— = 


Virginia. —TVhe Journal of the Convention, May 1828, states, that 
there are in this Diocese 1 Bishop and 47 P reebyters and Deacons. 
The Episcopal Fund is $3600. Fund for the relief of widows and 
orphans of the clergy, $6493. The following proceeding, (adapted 
as it appears to us, to disparage our Liturgy, and to invite to the 
substitution of other prayers, and, indeed, even of extempore prayer 
on occasions of public worship) we deeply lament. 

“On motion. Resolved, That the first Rule of Order for the 
government of the Convention be amended, by striking out the 
words “the Morning Service of the Church,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the word ‘ prayer.’” 

At this Convention, we would inquire, was an ertempore “ prayer” 
used? 

Of Dr. Meade’s Sermon, we have taken some notice under the 


head of New Publications. 


Connecticut.—Bishop Brownell states in bis address to the Con- 
vention, June 1828, that he had confirmed in the year, 346 persons; 
and that there are 7 candidates for Orders. We insert with pleasure 
the following extract :— 

““My visitations through the Diocess, in the course of the past 
year, have been extensive, and, in general, highly satisfactory. 
They have enabled me to bear ‘estimony to the fidelity of my 
brethren of the clergy, and to the cordiality with which their efforts 
have been seconded by the laity, wherever they have been exerted 
with zeal and constancy. Our Church is, probably, less subject to 
sudden fluctuations than other religious communions. We Jook 
for no high excitements. We expect no sudden and rapid growth, 
which is often as sudden in decay. To be steadily progressive in 
extent, in zeal, and in piety, is what we most desire. Such, I be- 
lieve, is the present state of the Church in this Diocese. If its 
progress does not wholly keep pace with our wishes, it is perhaps 
as auspicious as we can reasonably expect. 

“The gradual increase of the clergy may afford no incorrect in- 
dex of the general stae of the Church. Little more than eight 
years ago, wher I was first called, in the course of divine Provi- 
dence, to preside over the interests of the Diocese, the number of 
its clergy was but thirty-two; the number at the present time is ffty- 
nine, and there are three or four vacant cures, each of which would 
afford adequate support for a clergyman. The worldly induce- 
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ments to enter on the ministerial office, have never been a matter 
of temptation in this country. Perhaps they have not been more 
humble, in any part of it, than in Connecticut. But is believed, 
that the clergy are as liberally provided for, at the present time, &s 
at any former period, and without any oppressive burthen on the 
parishes. 

“If the tone of religious feeling has, within the few last years, 
been somewhat raised throughout our Church, there is good reason 
to believe ghat this Diocese has participated in the animating spirit. 
An increasing zeal is evinced in supporting stated winistrations in 
the several parishes, in providing for the religious instruction of 
the rising generation, in the dissemination of religious knowledge, 
and in the missionary cause. We have abundant reason to bless 
God for these encouraging indications of increasing zeal and piety, 
and to pray that they may continue and abound more and more. 

“The exertions that have been made for the promotion of educa- 
tion, are not less encouraging than the indications of increasing 
zeal in the cause of religion. It is but few years since the youth of 
our communion were educated almost exclusively by persons of 
other religious persuasions. This is not mentioned as ground of 
complaint, but as resulting from the circumstances under which our 
Church has grown up, iv a community dissenting from her doctrines 
aud worship. But such a state of things must have greatly im- 
peded her growth, and we have reason to congratulate ourselves 
that a more propitious era has commenced. We have now, under 
the auspices of Episcopalians, seminaries for the education of 
females, of as high grade as any in ourcountry. We have, besides, 
the well endowed institution at Cheshire, respectable academies at 
Norwalk, at Granby, and at Sharon. And we have a college at 
Hartford, which at present numbers nearly ninety students, and 
gives a fair promise of extensive and lasting usefulness. 

“It is thus that our Church is beginning to take a stand among 
the religious denominations by which she is surrounded, and to par- 
ticipate in those equal privileges which are accorded and secured 
by the constitution of our country. We neither enjoy nor desire 
exclusive privileges, nor would we give to our institutions an ex- 
clusive or party character. We would place them on the same 
footing with those of other religious persuasions; and, conducting 
them with a liberality and charity surpassed by pone other in our 
country, we may reasonably expect that these institutions will not be 
regarded as objects of jealousy, and that we shall ourselves escape 
the uncharitable imputation of sectarianism.” 

“The education of our youth is a subject of deep interest, under 
whatever aspect it may be viewed. It is peculiarly so in reference 
to our Sunday Schools. In this Diocese, the general diffusion of 
elementary education enables us to devote these schools exclusively 
to their appropriate object, religious instruction. Perhaps no more 
efficient method of effecting this object could be devised. It ex- 
tends its influence to the instructors, as well as to the pupils. The 
former are generally taken from the young people of the parish, at 
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the interesting period of life when they begin to feel the responsi- 
bility of their station, as members of the community, and as pro- 
batiovers for another state of existence. At such a period they 
cannot inculcate upon the children committed to their care the 
great truths and duties of religion, without feeling the peculiar force 
with which they rest upon themselves. I believe Sunday Schools 
are now established in almost every parish of the Diocese. I have 
watched their progress, and marked their influence, with the deepest 
interest. 1 cannot but see, in these schools, the membesg and sup- 
porters of the Church, as it is to exist, only a few years hence; and 
I cannot but feel how deeply its welfare will be identified with their 
piety, their zeal, and their soundness in the faith. I recommend to 
the Convention the passing of a resolution or Canon, directing re- 
turns of the Sunday Schools to be annexed to the annual parochial 
reports, indicating the number of the scholars and of the teachers, 
aud when schools are, or are not, counected with the General Sun- 
day Schoo] Union of our Church; or that some other course be 
adopted, calculated to strengthen that union, and to diffuse its 
benefits more extensively to the schools in this Diocese.” 
Maryland.—From the Journal of the Convention, June 1828, it 
appears there were present of the clergy 40 Presbyters and 5 Dea- 
cons, and of the laity 46. The whole number of clergymen in the 
Diocese, is 53. The Bishop’s Fund ameunts to $1044.35. 


--@@e--- 


BIBLE QUESTIONS. 


1. State the proof that our Lord did “arise from the dead on the third day.” 

2. That at event, the resurrection of our Lord, confirms our belief in several 
important doctrines. What are those doctrines ! 

Consult Pearson, Barrow, or Secker on the Fifth Article of the Creed. West on 
the Resurrection. The Trial of the Witnesses Stackhouse’s Body of Divinity. folio, 
p. 674. Horseley’s Fuur Sermons, vol. Uf. Tillotson’s Sermons, vol. II}. folio. 
Secker's Sermons, vol. Il. Bishop Dehon’s Sermons, and Bishop Hobart’s Sermons. 
vol II. Note to Neweome’s Harmony, and more particularly for the 2d question, 
 Kettlewell on the Apostolic Creed,” p. 160, folio. 


»»O@BO«-- 
NEW PULLICATIONS. 


A Critical Digest, and Synoptics! Arrangement of the most important Annotations of 
the New Testament; Exergetical, Philosophical and Doctrinal —ecarefulty collected and 
condensed from the best Commentators, both ancient and modern, accompanied with 
original Annotations. By the Rey. S T. Bloomfield, A.M. London, 1828. 

‘e are gratified to notice, that the learned anthor, in his Notes on the Epistle to 
the Romens. speaks respectfully, as well as often avails himself of the valuable work 
of our own Rev. Dr. Turner, the erudite and worthy Professor of Biblical Criticism, 
at the Theological Seminary of the Protéstant Episcopal Church. 

An Essay on the Importance of Considering the Subject of Religion, addressed parti- 
calary to men of Education. By John Foster, author of ‘Essays on Decision of 
Character.’ Boston, 1827. 

A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews —The second volume, the last of this 
work, has lately appeared; of the first volume, the London Fvangelical Magazine 
says, “‘we hesitate not to announce it as the most valuable philological! help ever 
published in the English language, for the critical study of that important, and, in 
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many respects, difficult book of the New Testament. In the volume before us, 
every topic relative to that Epistle, is explained and discussed, with singular minnate- 
ness and accuracy.” 


Poems of Reginald Heber, D.D. late Bishop of Calcutta, now firet collected: with a 
Biographical Memoir. 

Narrative of a Journey through the '‘pper Proviaces of India, from Calcutla te 
Bumbay. By the late Reginald Heber, D D. Lord bishop of « alcutta. 

“It forms a monument of talent, sufliciert, singly and alone, to establish its author 
in a very high rank of English Literature It is one of the most delightful books in 
the language, and will, we cannot doubt, command popularity as extensive and as 
lasting as auy book of travels that has been printed in our time. Certainly, no work 
of its class that has appeared since Dr. Clarke's, can be compared to it for variety of 
interesting matter, still less for elegance of execution. The style throughout easy, 
graceful and nervous, carries with ita charm of freshness and originality, not surpassed 
in any personal memoir with which we are acquainted.’ — Quarterly Review, No. 73. 


Death, Judgment and Eternity—a Sermon for Children. By John F. Schroeder, 
A.M. Assistant Minister of Trinity Church, New-York. New-York, 1828 
The questions appended are adapted to add to the utility of this publication. 


A Sermon al the opening of the Convention of Virginia, May, 1828. By the Rev. 
William Meade. 

This Discourse is written with the characteristie ardent piety, and benevolent 
spirit of its very worthy and amiable author. He appears to have fallen into a mis- 
take, in stating that in instituting Theological Seminaries, the Church of Virginia 
“led the way, setting an example to other portions of Zton,” for he will find that 
the proposal for a General Theological Seminary, was maJe at the Convention of 
1814, and referred to the consideration of the respective Dioceses, who were to 
report their views to the Convention of 1827, which they did, and the result was the 
institution of the said Seminary. The incipient measures in Virginia, as our author 
informs us, were in 1815, that is one year later than those of the General Convention. 


Mason's Ecclesiasttcal History.—Messrs. Carvills, of New-York, announce the pub- 
lication of “ A compend of Ecclesiastical History, for the use of the laity and Theo- 
logical Students; by the Rev. Henry M. Mason, A.M.” 

“We are happy to bear our testimony to the satisfactory manner in which Mr. 
Mason has acquitted himself of the task, and the spirit of candour and moderation 
which he bas maintained thronghout. In this respect his volume differs in a great 
and creditable degree from some trashy ‘“epitomes of general Ecclesiastical His- 
tory,” with which the religious public have recently been inundated. In prosecuting 
his researches, Mr. M. has not been sat'sfied to rest on mere second hand authorities, 
but has resorted to the only unquestionable and authentic sources of information, the 
writings of the earliest Christian fathers. In examining these venerable records, it 
is almost needless to remark that the author hax found gbundant testimony to con- 
firm and establish his preference for the doctrines, discipline and worship of the 
primitive apostolic Church, at whose altar he is privileged to minister.” 


. ~~ @Q@e~-- 


Theological Library— Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in South-Carolina. 


The Librarian reports the following Donations made during the month of July :— 

By Hon, Elixs Horry—Recensio Synoptica Annotationis Sacre: or Critical Digest 
of the most important Annotations, Exegetical, Philological, and Theologieal, on 
the New Testament. Part Ist, containing the Gospels; Part 2d, containing the Act« 
and Epistles, By the Rev. S. T. Bloomfield, A.M. 8 vols. 8vo. Russia and gilt. 
London, 1826 and 1828 

By Hon. Thomas 8. Grimké.— Missionary Herald for June, 1828, stiched. 

By John W. Mitchell — Memoirs of the Life and Writings of John Calvin, to which 
is prefixed a Brief Sketch of the History of the Reformation. By John Mackenzie 
Prinied from the last Lendon edition, with additions Philadelphia, 1827. 18mo. b’de« 

> Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received by Ebenezer 
Thayer, Librarian, at the Library, No. 79 Broad-st, between Meeting and King-sts 
apm through the gate. Library hours, every day, Sunday excepted, from 12 til! 
2 o'clock. 
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Jot} Episcopal Acts—Obituary—Calendar. 
BPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 

By the Bight Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishup of North-Carolina.—On Sunday, Ma 
25th, 1828, in St. Johns Church, Fayctteville, Mr. Joho H. Norment, was admit 
to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.-—On Tuesday, June 
1Mh, 1828, at Pawtucket, Rhode-Island, Mr. Morris M. Joues, was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons. 

~-@@e.-- 


MABRIED 
On the 26th of June, by the Rev. C. E. Gadsden, the Rev. Tuos. H. Taytor, Rector 
of St. John’s, Colleton, to Miss Ayw Manieautr, daughter of Joseph Manigault, Esq. 
so @PO-.- 
GBITUARY. 

Died in this city, on the Ist of July, 1828, Mrs. Mary Ann Green, relict of 
Christopher R. Green, Esq aged 30 years. Having had the happiness of being 
brought up under the ummediate eye of a pious mother, she early imbibed strong 
religious impressions, which increasing with her years, were soon perfected in au 
ardent and sincere profession of faith in the Saviour of the world. The sufferings 
which she was appointed to endure for about four years, were indescribably severe, 
and must have been seen tu be fully understood; yet, so calm is a Christian under 
the hand of God, that not a murmur, at any time, escaped her lips. She knew that 
the disciple of the cross must be made “pertect through suffering ;” and she knew 
that her Maker required her entire submission to his will. She acknowledged the 
doty, and endeavoured to obey. “I know,” she would say, “whom the Lord loveth 
he chastencth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth It is, therefore, good 
for me to be afflicted.” Like St. Paul, she was willing to “depart and to be with 
Christ, which is far better” than to be here; but she was equally willing to remain 
and to suffer, if it was her Maker's will. Young as she was, she had beeu severely 
disciplined in the school of affliction. She had been called to part with an 
affectionate husband, and an only child; and christianity triumphed io her meek 
resignation to these dispensations of Divine Providence. Fally aware of the un- 
controllable nature and fatal tendency of her disease, she was in a continual state 
of preparation for the awful change, which at no very distant day, she had to undergo. 
Her hope was animated by religious reading, meditation, aud prayer, and her soul 
wus strengthened by the appointed sacrament of her Lord. Her conversation, and 
her whole demeanor, were highly exemplary and edyfying to her sympathizing 
friends, who loved and esteemed her for her many amiable virtues and admired her, 
for the equanimity of mind which she was able to preserve, through the grace of 
God, amidst the agonies of her cruel disease. Having a firm reliance upon the 
atoning merits, and intercession of the Son of God, she was not alarmed at the 
approach of the great destroyer of our race, but committed herself wholly to the 
mercy of Him, “who is mighty to save"’ To her, indeed, death was a kind and 
most welcome friend He removed her at once from a scene of irremediable suf- 
fering, to the presence of her Redeemer and her God, at whose right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore. She has left a widowed, childless, mother, and a large 
circle of friends to bewail ber loss; and, I trust, to imitate her bright example of 
Christian humility, piety, and resignation, under the afflictive dispensations of God's 
Providence. She was interred in the cemetery of St. Michael’s Church. 

-~-@@e:«:-- 
CALENDAR FOR AUGUST. 
1. Monthly Meeting of the Managers of the Charleston Female Episcopal, Bible, 
Prayer Book and Tract Socicty. 
3. Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 
4. Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. 
10 Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
17. Eleveuth Suuday after Trinity. 
oe Twelfth Sunday afler Trinity. 
=") St Bartholomew. 
Quarterly Meeting of the Managers of the Pro. Epis. Sunday School Society. 
28 Monthly Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society, composed of Young-Men and Others. 

















